[Date]

The Honorable [First Name] [Last Name]

U.S. Senate/ U.S. House of RepresentativesWashington, DC 20510/20515

Fax: 

Dear Senator/Representative [Last Name]:

Thank you for your support for an increase in funds for worldwide reconciliation programs. The FY06 Foreign Operations Appropriations bill for non-governmental organizations (NGOs), which promote people-to-people coexistence and reconciliation in the Middle East and other areas of conflict world wide, saw a 25% increase from $12 million in FY05 to $15 million in FY06. I was very happy to learn of the increase, as I have personally followed and supported the work of the Israeli village Neve Shalom/Wahat-al Salam, the “Oasis of Peace,” for many years.

I am writing now to seek your support as a local representative in addressing the urgent work towards peace in Israel and the Middle East. The American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam's mission is to support the unique half-Jewish/half-Arab Israeli village in its efforts to bring the two peoples together in peace. 

I hope that you can assist us with efforts to have Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam (NSWAS) included as a recipient of the Foreign Operations portion of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2007. The bill supports reconciliation programs and activities that bring together individuals and groups of different ethnic, religious and political backgrounds living in areas of civil conflict and war. The village has received funds in the past through both USAID and a State Department program established through the Wye River Accords. Those funds supported the Jewish-Arab workshops of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam's School for Peace, which is a world-renowned conflict resolution and management institute providing dialogue opportunities that breakdown stereotypes and provide opportunities for the two sides to come together in an open and supportive atmosphere. Although the American Friends of NSWAS works to raise small amounts of private funds to support this work, federal funds allow the School for Peace to expand its work in significant ways – reaching additional sectors and larger numbers of participants.

Since 1979, the School for Peace has hosted 40,000 Arab and Jewish youth and adults for various dialogue workshops and courses. Discussion questions consider equality, rights, land, justice, and power. The School for Peace's methodology is based on the need to address the conflict directly at its roots. Encounters are often highly moving exchanges that deeply impact participants.  Workshops are held in both bi-national (both Jews and Arabs together) and uni-national (either Jews only or Arabs only) settings. In post-encounter interviews, participants have commented upon the change in perspective and understanding that they acquired while confronting the “other side” on issues of identity and politics.

I would like to request that you suggest the inclusion Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam as a recommended reconciliation organization in the FY09 Foreign Operations Appropriations bill. I would be happy to meet with you or your staff or provide you with additional information about this request and the work of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam.

Sincerely yours,

_____________________________ 

