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Art Display Shows that Israeli Children Believe Peace is Possible 

Pasadena – March 5, 2003:  Artwork from Israeli children who live in Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, literally the “Oasis of Peace,” will be on display in Pasadena this spring.  The exhibit reflects the children’s unique experiences living in an integrated Jewish and Palestinian village and attending the only completely bilingual, bicultural primary school in Israel.  An opening reception featuring the remarks of Deanna Armbruster, the Executive Director of the American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, will be held on April 10 at 7:00 p.m.  The display will be open weekdays from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. in April and May in the Friends’ Gallery, located at 908 North Fair Oaks in Pasadena.  

Situated midway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam was established jointly by Jews and Palestinian Arabs of Israeli citizenship who engage in educational work for peace, equality, and understanding between the two peoples and who envision a place where people of disparate ideologies peacefully coexist.  It is the only Israeli village of its kind that can has a record of peaceful coexistence since its founding more than twenty-five years ago.  More than fifty families reside in the village, and an additional three hundred families are on a waiting list to live there.  The village is home to a bilingual, bicultural primary school that serves the village and the additional surrounding communities.  Encounter workshops conducted by the School for Peace, in the community and beyond, have reached tens of thousands of Jewish and Palestinian youth and adults.

The art display is sponsored by two organizations that promote peace and encourage dialogue to achieve it.  The American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam is dedicated to dialogue, cooperation, and a genuine and durable peace between Arabs and Jews, Palestinians and Israelis by encouraging, supporting, and publicizing the projects of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam.  The American Friends Service Committee is a Quaker organization supported by individuals of different faiths who care about social justice and humanitarian service.  Its work is based on the Quaker belief in the dignity and worth of every person and faith in the power of love to overcome violence and injustice.

All are invited to attend the display and the opening reception.  No cost.

# #
American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam

4201 Church Road, Suite 4, Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054

Tel. 856-235-6200, Fax 856-235-4674, Email afnswas@oasisofpeace.org, www.oasisofpeace.org


