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Center Stage:  Israeli Actress Speaks Out about Growing up with Arabs


And normal it is—to Noam. And to the other children living or attending school in the “Oasis of 

Peace.” She explains, “Everywhere I go, Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam follows me. It has 

become a part of me and my way of life.”

This community may follow Noam, but it has also led Noam. And last summer, it took her to a place where she could seriously pursue her acting dreams.

Noam and three other youths from the village were given scholarships by the New York Film Academy for their summer program at Princeton University.  Noam attended four acting workshops.  “The experience in the New York Film Academy was amazing,” she said, blown away by how much she learned.  

But her peers and teachers were also blown away by what they learned from Noam.  They learned about a place where dreams have become a reality, where people don’t just dream about peace, they live it, everyday. 

At the end of the summer, upon the recommendation of the staff and teachers, Noam, who graduated from high school last May, was awarded a full-tuition scholarship to the New York Film Academy’s One Year Acting for Film Program, with the possibility of continuing as a scholarship student after a successful first year. This scholarship is, Noam says, “a dream come true.”
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The only obstacle that remains is that Noam’s family can’t afford the expense of room and board in New York City, but she’s not worried. She knows she will overcome this obstacle. Her community faces bigger obstacles everyday, as they face the “other side” openly and honestly in the midst of the continuing violence around them.  

New York—and Noam’s lifelong dream—is just around the corner. She can’t wait.  “During my stay in New York City, I will be able to tell people about Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam and my way of life. I will symbolize peace and be an example to others in the best possible way.”

##

Aspiring actress Noam Shuster, 18, has done something few actors can claim—perform a leading role requiring Arabic and Hebrew, more than once.  Growing up in Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, the “Oasis of Peace,” a village in Israel where Arabs and Jews have been living, working and raising their children together for more than 25 years, and attending the community’s bilingual, bicultural Primary School until the seventh grade meant that speaking Arabic and Hebrew was normal for Noam.





It was as normal as being a little girl playing dress up and dreaming of being famous.  Many little girls share this dream, including other Jewish girls growing up in Israel, but few of them speak to their Palestinian best friend’s mother in Arabic, with ease.  “It feels completely normal,” Noam says.  











American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam

4201 Church Road, Suite 13, Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054

Tel. 856-235-6200, Fax 856-235-4674

Email afnswas@oasisofpeace.org, www.oasisofpeace.org

