Arab and Jew sh Anericans see Eye-to-Eye, says Poll
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Washi ngton, DC - W were a little anxious when we decided to jointly
poll Jew sh and Arab Anericans on M ddl e East peace this year.

Not that we haven't done it before. Simlar surveys that we conm s-
sioned three tines in the past six years have shown that Anerican
Jews and Arabs |largely see eye-to-eye on the inportance of efforts
to achi eve peace between Israel and its nei ghbours and on the vital
role that the US nust play to pronote such efforts.

But this year is different. Israeli and Palestinian norale is at an
all-tinme low. People in the region, despaired by ongoing viol ence,
revenge, fanaticism corruption and | ack of | eadership, have al nost
gi ven up on hope for real peace. Wth no political horizon in sight,
a sense of hopel essness dom nates public opinion in the region. And
Anericans with ties to the region — whether Arabs or Jews — pick up
on this sentinment. We were concerned that the grimsituation on the
ground woul d reduce support for peace efforts anobng our respective
communi ti es.

As expected, our poll shows that nost Anerican Jews (73% and Arab
Anericans (63% are nostly pessinmistic about M ddl e East peace.

Yet despite the scepticism nost Anerican Jews and Arabs, according
to the poll, still want to see our governnent |ead a diplonatic
process that woul d bring peace and security to their brethren in the
regi on.

Mor eover, the poll shows that nost will take that policy-priority to
the voting booth in Novenber 2008. Only 3% said that they are |ess
likely to vote for a presidential candidate who proni ses to take an
active role in the Israeli-Pal estinian peace process, while a |l arge
majority of Anerican Jews (68% and Arabs (64% said that they are
nore likely to vote for such a candidate. Significant ngjorities in
both communities also said that they are nore likely to vote for a
presidential candi date who prom ses to support peace negoti ations
bet ween | srael and Syri a.

Qur poll sends an unm st akabl e nessage to presidential candi dates:
withdrawing fromAnerica's traditional role as a peace-broker be-
tween Israel and its Arab neighbours is not the way to win the Jew
ish or Arab vote. Neither is downplaying the use of diplonmacy in



other parts of the Mddle East. In other words, a repeat of Presi-
dent Bush's M deast policy approach will not attract Jew sh or Arab
voters. \When asked how they rate President Bush's handling of the
Arab-lsraeli conflict, 76% of Arab Anmericans and a whoppi ng 80% of
American Jews said it was ineffective. In conparison, 65% of Arab
Americans and 76% of American Jews rated President Clinton's han-
dling of the conflict as effective. dinton, it should be rem nded,
i nvested significant anounts of his tinme in trying to personally ne-
di ate between Israeli and Arab | eaders.

Overwhel mng majorities in both communities, Jewi sh and Arab, said
they believe that such efforts are vital to Arerican interests. 91%
of Arab Anericans and 96% of Anerican Jews agreed that trying to
achi eve peace, security and dignity for Israelis and Palestinians is
inportant to U.S. strategic interests. Alarge mgjority, 80%in each
community, agreed that Anerican efforts to resolve the Israeli-

Pal estinian conflict will help the U S. achieve its broader goals in
the Mddl e East.

Further illustrating the strong support in both communities for

di pl omati c engagenent in the Mddle East is the high percentage of
respondents in both communities who said that Anerica shoul d engage
in serious diplomacy with Iran rather than focus on preparations for
mlitary action. 79% of Arab Anmericans and 73% of Anerican Jews pre-
ferred focusing on diplomatic action.

VWhil e we hope that politicians take note of the poll's results, we
will continue to follow the nessage this survey sends. An overwhel m
ing majority, sonme 90%in both comunities, said that it is inpor-
tant for Jewi sh and Arab Anericans to work together to pronote a

M ddl e East peace in which Israelis and Palestinians live in inde-
pendent states of their own. This survey reinvigorates us, the head
of a Jewi sh Anerican organisation and the head of an Arab Anerican
organi sation, to keep on struggling, jointly, to achieve that goal.
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