Friends of Israel Come Together to Support Jewish-Arab     Co-Existence Programs as Solution to Violence





Groups Plan February 12 Capitol Hill Visit in Push for Lasting Peace





February 9, Washington, D.C.: A coalition of grassroots organizations in Israel will hold a Middle East Coexistence Conference to showcase the breadth of the movement for peaceful coexistence in Israel. The Conference will include visits to legislators and administration officials. 





"Together we represent Americans, Israelis and Palestinians committed to dialogue, reconciliation, and peaceful coexistence in Israel," said Deanna Armbruster, the executive director of the American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, one of the organizations in the coalition. “Each of our projects is distinct, but we share the belief that everyday people can make a difference in counteracting the violence and hatred that have engulfed the region for too long.”





Other groups in the coalition include the Arava Institute, Givat Haviva, Hand in Hand, Interns for Peace, the Jerusalem YMCA, Open House, and The Parents’ Circle. 





The coalition's immediate goal is to increase the pool of dedicated U.S. appropriations for people-to-people peace efforts. Following the 1998 signing of the Wye River Memorandum, the State Department announced a program to support Israeli-Palestinian people-to-people programs. In total, $8 million was allocated, all of which has been dispersed. “Each of our projects does important work-- but we could do so much more if given the chance,” said Armbruster. 





Situated midway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, literally the “Oasis of Peace,” was established more than 25 years ago jointly by Jews and Palestinian Arabs of Israeli citizenship who engage in educational work for peace, equality and understanding between the two peoples. The only one of its kind in Israel, the village is comprised of more than 50 families, another 300 are on a waiting list to join.
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