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Friendship Library Opening in Israel

Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, Israel – This April, the first regional library dedicated to peace and conflict resolution will open in Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, in Israel. Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam is the only community in the Middle East where Jews and Palestinians choose to live together in equality and mutual respect.

The vision and generosity of Californian businessman and philanthropist Mr. Fred Segal have been critical to the completion of the Friendship Library, which will be the only specialized library in the country focusing on peace and conflict resolution on an international scholarly level. Its collection will be multilingual and multidisciplinary, including resources from sociology, political science, psychology, history, and related legal issues.
In the coming years, the Friendship Library will become the corner stone of the Peace Campus, with Certificate and Masters Programs offered by the School for Peace in the field of conflict resolution. The Library will be open to local residents and scholars, students and researchers from all over the region. The collection will contain publications in Arabic, Hebrew and English.
“The bridge to peace is through friendship,” said Fred Segal. “Friendship is the reason people can ultimately really talk to each other. Friendship creates healing which is so important in Israel.”

For more than thirty years, the community of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam has set an example of peaceful coexistence between Jews and Arabs, Palestinians and Israelis. It is home to the first ever bilingual, binational and multicultural Primary School in Israel, the internationally recognized School for Peace and the Pluralistic Spiritual Center.

The Friendship Library comes as a new institution in the village that will create additional opportunities for encounters between parties who usually don’t meet. As an academic project, it will set new grounds for cooperation and progress in Jewish-Palestinian relations.


The Friendship Library will be inaugurated in Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam on April 22, 2010 with words of welcome by Minister Prof. Avishai Braverman, Benefactor Mr. Fred Segal, Regional Council Chairman Yehuda: Mr. Moshe Dadon and American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam’s Executive Director Ms. Deanna Armbruster. Presentations will also be made by Authors Salman Natur and Ruth Almog, Prof. Ariella Friedman, Dr. MK. Hana Suede and MK. Haim Oron.
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