Integrated Jewish and Arab Summer Camp Wraps Up


“Oasis of Peace” – August, 2003: Over 140 Arab and Jewish children have completed participation in Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam’s annual binational summer camp. Over the course of 4 days the children, aged 5 to 13, participated in programs featuring Arab and Bedouin culture, the environment and the arts. Camp participants came from area towns and villages in the area as well as NSWAS. The camp included visits to an Arab–Jewish theatre in Jaffa and a traditional Arab village in northern Israel, nature sites and amusement parks. 


“The camp’s success is due to the efforts of the residents of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam,” said camp director Samah Ighbariah. “The village made available its halls, fields, swimming pool and hotel kitchen. There was a feeling of communal cooperation throughout.” Ighbariah, a Jerusalem community center director and village member, credited the camp’s team of teachers and 21 young guides from the village for overcoming the difficulties of conducting the camp in the midst of village preparations for school construction. 


Situated midway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, literally the “Oasis of Peace,” was established more than 25 years ago jointly by Jews and Palestinian Arabs of Israeli citizenship who engage in educational work for peace, equality and understanding between the two peoples. The only one of its kind in Israel, the village is comprised of more than 50 families, while another 300 are on a waiting list to join.
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