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Jewish and Arab Discuss Friendship in the Midst of Regional Strife

Chautauqua, NY ​ Four unique Middle Eastern women --two of them Jewish, two

of them Arab-- will discuss their lives as peacemakers and friends at the

Chautauqua Institution on July 20. Nihaya Daoud, Dafna Karta-Schwartz,

Daniella Kitain, and Maram Masarwa will comprise Chautauqua's Religion

Department's program,  "The Woman Peacemaker: In Israel and Palestine." The

women will also participate in other Religion Department workshops during

the week. 

The four women are all long-time friends and residents of the Jewish/Arab Israeli

village, Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, the Oasis of Peace.

"I look forward to the chance to share with the Chautauqua Institution our

story of living together," says Dafna Karta-Schwartz, an actress, educator

and therapist. "We have been friends and neighbors for many years," said

Nihaya Daoud. "We do not hide our differences, but we are living proof that

our peoples can live together."

Situated midway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, the Oasis of Peace (Neve

Shalom in Hebrew, Wahat al-Salam in Arabic) was established jointly by Jews

and Palestinian Arabs of Israeli citizenship committed to work for peace,

equality, and understanding. Aside from the bilingual bicultural Primary

School of 300 students, the village is home to a School for Peace that

conducts inter-group dialogues. Over 50 families reside in the village and

300 more are on a waiting list to join them.

Nihaya Daoud is one of the founders of the Palestinian Arab Women’s Council.  She is currently pursuing her PhD at the Braum School for Public Health at Hebrew University.  Dafna Karta-Schwartz is committed to spiritual healing.  She studied alternative therapy at The Reidman International Center for Complementary Medicine and works as a therapist at the Tsabar Clinic.  Daniella Kitain, has a Masters in Integration of Arts in Education. She is a group facilitator at “Kolot Ba’Negev” Academy for Education, Society and Culture.  Maram Masarwa is currently a Teachers Trainer at David Yellin Teacher College in Jerusalem and a PhD candidate at Hebrew University. 

The Chautauqua Institution was founded in 1874. It was designated a National

Historic Landmark June 30, 1989. The Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell directs

the Institution's the Religion Department. The Woman Peacemaker program is

directed by Sr. Joan Chittister.

To arrange interviews with Nihaya Daoud, Dafna Karta-Schwartz, Daniella

Kitain and Maram Masarwa, please contact Deanna Armbruster at 856-235-6200 or deanna@oasisofpeace.org.                     ##
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