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jewish and palestinian children celebrate the holidays together at Bilingual, bicultural School in Israel
This year in Israel, Palestinian and Jewish children will be celebrating Hanukkah, Eid al-Fitr, and Christmas together, just like they always do.  On December 12, 2002, more than 300 children with their parents will gather together to light the Menorah, celebrate the end of Ramadan, and decorate Christmas trees at the bilingual, bicultural Primary School in the village of Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam.  The Primary School is the only Kindergarten through 6th grade school in Israel where Jewish and Palestinian children learn together and celebrate the holidays together.
“In these same days when the conflict around us is so violent, Arab and Jewish children and teachers are learning to know each other, respect and cherish one another,” says Primary School co-principal Samiha Hijazi.  “We believe that in our school we can educate students who perceive peace between our nations as a reality and not a dream, students who learn to be sensitive to the pains and joys of others,” says co-principal Maya Karni.  The Primary School’s curriculum is based on dialogue and biculturalism.  In each classroom, a Jewish teacher and an Arab teacher instruct in their own language and with their own cultural perspective.   An equal number of Jewish and Palestinian children attend the school, 90% of them come from over 25 surrounding communities.  

“The ability to maintain the system all these years, and especially in the last years, with insanity, killing and hatred all around us, is a very significant success, a ray of light and hope,” comments previous co-principal Diana Shalufi-Rizek.  Adds previous co-principal Boaz Kita’in, “The school children, Arabs and Jews, are learning and playing together, celebrating our various holidays, commemorating our diverse national days, which carry with them so much pain and conflict, and get to know the beauties and difficulties of real cooperation.”

Illustrating that mutual respect, trust, and dialogue can exist between Palestinians and Jews, the “Oasis of Peace” is the only village in Israel where Jews and Palestinians have chosen to live side by side for over 20 years.  Located midway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, the democratically governed community currently consists of fifty families, half Jewish-Israeli and half Palestinian-Israeli.  

For more information about the “Oasis of Peace” and its educational projects, contact Deanna Armbruster.
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