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Jewish and Palestinian teenagers from Israeli Village 

to Visit U.S. TO TALK ABOUT LIVING TOGETHER IN PEACE

There is a village in Israel where Jews and Palestinians live together.  The “Oasis of Peace,” called Neve Shalom in Hebrew and Wahat Al-Salam in Arabic, illustrates the mutual respect, trust, and dialogue that can exist between Palestinians and Jews.  Here, Jews and Palestinians have lived, worked, and educated their children together for more than 20 years.  From January 3-4, 2002, a Jewish teenager and a Palestinian teenager from the village will be in Los Angeles to discuss how Jews and Palestinians can live together as equals in peace and how a new generation is working together toward this goal.  Among the events featuring the teens, on Thursday, Jan. 3rd at 7 p.m., they will be honored at a reception at the Bel-Air Luxe Summit Hotel, 11461 Sunset Blvd. (exit Sunset west off the 405). 
In the midst of escalating violence in the Middle East, the “Oasis of Peace” is a place of hope for cooperation between Jews and Palestinians.  In a rare visit to the United States, two youth from the village will be meeting with interested individuals and community groups to describe the successes and challenges of peaceful coexistence in Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam.  Rami Mana, Palestinian, 17 years old, is completing his final year of high school.  Ori Sonnenschein, 17 years old, has already finished high school and will be joining the Israeli Army next year.  Both teens were raised in the “Oasis of Peace.”

Founded in 1972 by a Dominican priest, Father Bruno Hussar, the “Oasis of Peace” has been nominated five times for the Nobel Peace Prize.  Located midway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, the democratically governed community consists of fifty families, half Jewish-Israeli and half Palestinian-Israeli.  More than 300 families are on the waiting list to move to the village.

The “Oasis of Peace” projects for peaceful coexistence between Jews and Palestinians reach far beyond its borders.  The only fully bilingual, bicultural school to be officially recognized in Israel, the village’s Primary School serves over 300 Jewish and Palestinian children, 90% of whom are from surrounding communities.  The internationally renowned School for Peace has touched the lives of over 25,000 Palestinian and Jewish youth and adults through its conflict management workshops.

If you are interested in speaking with the Oasis of Peace youth and learning more about the events they will be participating in, or would like more information about this unique community, please contact Deanna Armbruster.

BIOS OF OASIS OF PEACE TEENS:  RAMI MANA AND ORI SONNENSCHEIN

In 1988, at the start of a six-year intifada (uprising), when Rami Mana was just four-years-old, his parents decided to move their small family to a place where Jews and Palestinians would be closer than ever.  Rami grew up in the village of Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam, the "Oasis of Peace."  In this village, Rami learned in the country’s only bilingual, bicultural school from kindergarten through the sixth grade.  

Today, Rami, a Palestinian and an Israeli citizen, is 17-years-old and is finishing his last year of high school. This past summer, Rami and a Jewish teenager from the village were selected to represent NSWAS as a part of the Youth Empowerment Summit at the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland. Rami participated in a three week delegation to the U.N. where he, along with other teens from around the world, spoke on issues facing young people globally.  Their speech was presented to a working committee of the U.N. Sub-Commission on Human Rights. Rami ended his visit in Geneva this summer by presenting an Award of Excellence at the Fete d’Excellence to another program that is working to unite children globally.  In the coming months, Rami will be taking exams to complete high school. He’s planning on attending university, but hasn’t decided yet where he will study.

Ori Sonnenschein was born and grew up in the village of Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam in Israel.  Ori, who is Jewish, is seventeen years old and will celebrate his 18th birthday in February.  When he was very young, he lived in California for three years with his family, where he gained fluency in English, before returning to the Oasis of Peace to start first grade at the community’s binational, bicultural Primary School.  When he was in sixth grade, Ori attended a peace camp in Italy for Palestinian, Israeli, Ukranian, and Italian youth.  After graduating from the Primary School, Ori attended high school, a part-time boarding school, in Zafit, where he majored in physics and art.  Ori has been active in a youth group educating about environmental issues, as well as in a youth group for Peace Now.  He was a Big Brother for a child from a troubled family.  Ori will be joining the Israeli army next fall for his required service.  He enjoys the arts, reading, and listening to music.  Ori’s parent were one of the first families to move to the village, and his mother, Nava Sonnenschein is co-founder and co-director of the community’s School for Peace, a school for conflict mediation.  

The American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam 

The American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam is dedicated to dialogue, cooperation and a genuine and durable peace between Arabs and Jews, Palestinians and Israelis by encouraging, supporting and publicizing the projects of Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam, the “Oasis of Peace.”  The American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam is a non-for–profit organization with 501 (c) (3) status under the Internal Revenue Code.

Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam

The Hebrew and Arabic name of Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam, meaning “Oasis of Peace,” embodies the egalitarian principles by which it was founded.  Established in 1972, Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam is the only community in Israel where Jews and Palestinians have chosen to live and educate their children together as equals in an atmosphere of mutual respect and understanding.  Governed by a democratically elected mayor and city council, Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam endeavors to put Jews and Arabs in Israel on a more equal footing, while fostering and maintaining individual and cultural identities.  The village is home to the bicultural, bilingual Primary School (K-6), and to an internationally recognized School for Peace where Jewish and Arab youth are brought together for 3-day dialogue workshops.  These projects are at the heart of the mission of the “Oasis of Peace,” to create a context for peaceful coexistence.  
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