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Jewish-Palestinian village in Israel provides medical assistance to palestinian towns, even under fire 

Taking great risks together, Palestinian and Jewish residents of the “Oasis of Peace,” Neve Shalom in Hebrew and Wahat Al-Salam in Arabic, are working together to provide urgently needed medical care and supplies to towns in the Palestinian Autonomy.  The “Oasis of Peace” village is located midway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv and consists of 50 families, half Jewish-Israeli and half Palestinian-Israeli.  The medical efforts are organized by an equal number of Jews and Palestinians. They have conducted four medical treatment days so far, in Nablus-- where they came under fire by the Israeli army--, Beit Sira, and Beit Liqya, and plan more.   A Palestinian-Israeli team of physicians, medical personnel, and others, mostly “Oasis of Peace” residents, provide direct medical assistance.  Jewish residents fundraise, organize the supply convoys, and negotiate with the army so that the trucks can pass into the Palestinian towns. 

In the beginning of April 2002, “Oasis of Peace” residents distributed NIS 17,000 of medicines and medical supplies to Ramallah and Jenin hospitals.  On April 13th, the medical team treated people and distributed medicines and 1 ½ tons of rice, sugar, and flour in the village of Beit Sira in the Ramallah district.  Its 3,000 residents had been without medical attention for three months.  On April 20th, the medical team treated 360 people and distributed free medicine in the village of Beit Liqya in Ramallah district.  On May 4th, the medical team was turned away from Nablus at the checkpoint. When seeking an alternate route into the village, along with 100 other Palestinians--many going to Nablus for the medical clinic--, the medical team was shot at by an Israeli tank and jeep, and turned away.  When the medical team was finally allowed to pass, the team treated 500 of the 1,000 people who had lined up for treatment. On May 18th, the medical team returned to Nablus and treated an additional 150 people. The Jewish and Palestinian residents plan to send more medicine to Nablus and provide first aid kits to paramedics there.

The “Oasis of Peace” was founded in 1972 by a Dominican priest, Father Bruno Hussar. The “Oasis of Peace” projects for peaceful coexistence between Jews and Palestinians reach far beyond its borders.  The only fully bilingual, bicultural school to be officially recognized in Israel, the village’s Primary School serves over 300 Jewish and Palestinian children, 90% from surrounding communities.  The internationally renowned School for Peace has touched the lives of over 25,000 Palestinian and Jewish youth and adults through its conflict mediation workshops.

For more information about the “Oasis of Peace” and its peaceful coexistence projects, or to speak with community residents, please contact Deanna Armbruster.
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