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Jews and Arabs Break Ground on School Expansion

Educating for Peace: Work Begins on 8 Newclassrooms

“Oasis of Peace,” August 5, 2003: Jewish and Arab residents of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam began construction today on an expansion of the J. Zel Lurie Primary School. The  innovative bilingual-bicultural Primary School enrolls Palestinian and Jewish children in kindergarten through the sixth-grade. The new building will add classrooms and workshop spaces that will extend the school to seventh-grade, permitting students to remain in the unique pedagogical framework before separating into respective Jewish and Arab high schools. 
The school is the only bilingual-bicultural school recognized as such by Israel’s Ministry of Education and serves as a model for the development of other Jewish-Arab bilingual educational initiatives. Nine-tenths of the school’s 300 students travel daily by bus from 28 communities outside the village. Since the intifada began, not one child has withdrawn.   Classes at the Primary School consists of 24 students.  The intensive bilingual environment requires smaller class sizes and two teachers per class, one Jewish and one Palestinian.  
The School has been dependent on seven external temporary structures for classroom and meeting space. 
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