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Jews and Arabs Deliver Humanitarian Aid to Palestinians

“Oasis of Peace,” July 14, 2003: After suffering from third degree burns on more than sixty percent of her body, Malak Tasar, age 5, is not only walking again, she’s almost running.  Malak was severely injured more than nine months ago when a heater exploded in her West Bank home and her family was unable to pass through army checkpoints to get her to a hospital.

Weeks after the accident, as Jewish and Arab residents of a village called the “Oasis of Peace” were delivering medical supplies and offering treatment to the residents of the West Bank village of Ne’elin, Malak’s father placed his small daughter in a volunteer physician’s arms.  As the Israeli-Palestinian conflict was raging around them, the residents of Ne’elin hadn’t seen a doctor in weeks. 

“Her father carried her in wrapped in a blanket, and as the blanket was peeled back, it literally brought tears to the doctor’s eyes,” said Michael Zak, a Jewish resident of the “Oasis of Peace” who is one of many offering her help.  “Her condition was so bad, we just knew we had to do something.”

Since April 2002, the residents of the “Oasis of Peace” have sent teams of volunteer doctors and have donated more than 10 tons of medical supplies and food to communities inside of the West Bank. Some of the doctors are residents of the “Oasis of Peace,” while others are their colleagues. 

“We were there with doctors giving volunteer medical support.  We want to help, but we also want to show that as Palestinians and Jews we can help people together,” said Abdessalam Najjar, a Palestinian resident of the community, who serves as mayor of the village. 

The “Oasis of Peace” is better known as Neve Shalom, in Hebrew or Wahat Al-Salam, in Arabic.  The community was established jointly by Jewish and Palestinian citizens of Israel more than 25 years ago. Located midway between Tel Aviv/Jaffa and Jerusalem, it is the only village where Jews and Palestinians have chosen to live, work and raise their children together equally with respect for both peoples.

To date, residents have sent medical personnel on more than 10 full day-long volunteer medical missions, provided medical treatment to approximately 1700 people, donated food and supplies and distributed first-aid kits. 

“But, maybe the biggest thing we’ve done is help Malak,” says Michal as she reviews the list of the support they’ve given. The residents raised nearly all of $55,000 needed for Malak’s treatment, much of which came from the families themselves. “Children in the village literally went door to door asking for money.”  The community has also relied upon gifts received from around the world.

 Most importantly, perhaps, the resident worked with the Israeli hospital Tel HaShomar in Tel Aviv, which volunteered its own doctors to handle the operations and supervise the many months of treatment.  The hospital offered their facilities at cost. 

“We hear that what we are doing is important and good. We know better. We know that what we are doing is very modest and natural…our work together for a humanitarian cause helps us stay together, as a community, in these dark times.”
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