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Jews and Arabs Return to Integrated Jewish and Arab Community

Israel – February 4, 2003: On January 28, Sagi Frish, a Jew, and Suleiman Boulos, a Palestinian Arab, became the first second-generation members of this half-Jewish, half-Arab Israeli village to vote.  Last month, residents of the Israeli village Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, literally the “Oasis of Peace,” cast ballots not only to elect Israeli officials but also to determine who would be allowed to become members of their community.     

Situated midway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam was established jointly by Jews and Palestinian Arabs of Israeli citizenship who engage in educational work for peace, equality, and understanding between the two peoples and who envision a place where people of disparate ideologies peacefully coexist.  It is the only Israeli village of its kind that can has a record of peaceful coexistence since its founding more than twenty-five years ago.  At present, more than fifty families reside in the village, and an additional three hundred families are on a waiting list to live there.  

Those who wish to be considered for membership, whether they were raised within the village or elsewhere, must apply for candidacy and attain candidacy status by the majority vote of current members.  After waiting a minimum of six months, they may apply for membership.  Once again, villagers vote to determine which candidates attain full membership status.

A milestone for this village, last month’s vote marks the first time that individuals who were raised in the village have become members themselves upon reaching adulthood.  Twenty-two-year-olds Frish, the current operational manager of the village’s guest house, and Boulos, a third-year medical student in Freiburg, Germany, were the only two candidates accepted as members.  Nine other individuals ranging in age from 18 to 22 were accepted as candidates for membership.  Upon hearing the outcome of the vote, Frish explained that after experiencing other frameworks, he had come to see the ideology of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam as his own.
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