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For Immediate Release:
   Contact: Deanna Armbruster (818-325-8884)

deanna@oasisofpeace.org
JEWS AND PALESTINIANS Can live together PEACEFULLY

Author of Oasis of Dreams, Book on Palestinian-Jewish Coexistence 

in Neve-Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, to speak in Los Angeles

Oasis of Dreams is about a real community in Israel where Jews and Palestinians coexist peacefully.  Proving that peace and reconciliation are possible, the Palestinian and Jewish residents of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, which translates to the “Oasis of Peace,” have chosen to live, work, and educate their children together as equals for over 20 years.  Author, Grace Feuerverger, explores the inner-workings of this five-time Nobel Peace Prize-nominated community in her compelling new book, Oasis of Dreams, the culmination of nine years of study.  

What:
Dr. Feuerverger will be in Los Angeles to give a presentation about Oasis of Dreams and her experiences in the “Oasis of Peace” at a reading hosted by the American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam
When:  
Tuesday, February 11, 2003, 7 p.m.

Where:
Borders Westwood - 1360 Westwood Blvd, between Wilshire and Santa Monica Boulevards (phone 310-475-3444)
Oasis of Dreams’ account of this groundbreaking educational and social endeavor in Israel highlights the significance of the “Oasis of Peace” as a model for peaceful coexistence.  Oasis of Dreams focuses on the community’s educational projects that enable peaceful coexistence: the bilingual and bicultural Primary School and the School for Peace, a school for conflict management that has brought about thirty thousand Jews and Palestinians together to participate in constructive dialogue.  

Founded in 1972 by a Dominican priest, Father Bruno Hussar, the “Oasis of Peace” is located midway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. The democratically governed community consists of 50 families, half Jewish-Israeli and half Palestinian-Israeli.  More than 300 families are on the waiting list to move to the village.  The community illustrates that mutual respect, trust, and dialogue can exist between Palestinians and Jews.  Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam is not a utopia.  Its residents are committed to solving problems and differences with words and with education.

Oasis of Dreams, recently published by Routledge Falmer, is available online and in bookstores. Grace Feuerverger is an associate professor at the Centre for Teacher Development at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the University of Toronto.  

To find out more about this unique community and the American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, please see www.oasisofpeace.org.  To meet with Dr. Feuerverger, contact Deanna Armbruster.
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