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JEWISH AND ARAB CHILDREN UNCOVER MOSAIC 
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Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, Israel – In a community on a hillside situated midway between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, students participate in an archaeological excavation. While many students might never have the opportunity to uncover a Byzantine mosaic, for these students the experience is even more unique as the children engaging in the activity would typically never meet and would be seen by many as enemies. The students are Jewish and Palestinian 5th and 6th graders of the Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam bilingual, binational Primary School.


Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, meaning “Oasis of Peace” in Hebrew and Arabic respectively, is a village of 54 families – half Jewish and half Palestinian, all citizens of Israel – who have been living, working and raising their children together in this unique community for nearly 30 years. Residents of the community share a mutual commitment to peace through equality, respect and dialogue. They extend their message and example through the bilingual, binational Primary School located in the village, and 90% of the schools students come from outside of the community. The Primary School at Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam was the first bilingual school in Israel where Jewish and Palestinian children studied together, learning one another’s languages, traditions and cultures. It remains one of the few schools in the region offering this type of education. This past school year, the bilingual, binational Primary School at the “Oasis of Peace” continued its innovation establishing an archaeology program for its 5th and 6th grade students.

In the Middle East, archaeology is often employed as a means of verifying historical claims and can thus spark disputes and tensions, but the archaeology program at the Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam Primary School is an opportunity for students to discover the ancient history of the area together and to develop a renewed awareness and appreciation of the land that they share. The village lies on the same ridge as an ancient Byzantine monastery, whose mosaic students at the school recently uncovered. Jewish and Palestinian students, joined by their teachers and parents, gently dug through a shallow layer of soil, gradually revealing a mosaic that has lain on the hilltop for sixteen hundred years. The mosaic is a circular pattern divided by a cross, with the four segments each containing smaller crosses. The remains of a Byzantine village from the same period exist underneath the “Oasis of Peace.” Around the hilltop and neighboring fields lie other items, awaiting discovery by the students: oil presses, lime kilns, cisterns, threshing floors, pottery shards and flint stones from a dozen other civilizations from various periods – ancient to present.  


As the children uncover the history of the land where Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, the “Oasis of Peace,” is presently located, they also participate in the making of history themselves as they engage in an educational experience focused on creating a different future – a future when Arabs and Jews, Israelis and Palestinians, will live together in peace. 
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