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Palestinian and Israeli – Building a Community of Peace for more than 25 Years

“Oasis of Peace,” Israel –Michal Zak and Abdessalam Najjar were both among the first to bring their families to the community of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, “Oasis of Peace” in Hebrew and Arabic. Now, over than twenty-five years later, more than 50 Jewish and Palestinian families—all citizens of Israel—live, work and raise their children together in Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, which is situated midway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. The community is dedicated to demonstrating that Palestinians and Jews can live together equally with mutual respect, trust and understanding. It is the only Israeli village of its kind with a continual record of peaceful coexistence since its founding. The community spreads its commitment to peace and dialogue beyond its borders through its bilingual, binational Primary School/Junior High School and the School for Peace, an internationally renowned conflict management research and workshop facility.  

Abdessalam Najjar was the very first Palestinian to bring his family and join Father Bruno Hussar, the village’s founder, as they camped on the small hillside that would become the “Oasis of Peace.” Less than five years later, Michal Zak, who is Jewish, also brought her family to this unique community. Abdessalam and Michal shared a vision of a different future for their children and have worked hard to make that possible through their active involvement in the community.  

Abdessalam’s involvement began with the development of the community and its education institutions.  He was a co-founder of what was then the only bilingual, binational Primary School in Israel and has now become a leader in bilingual, binational education and expanded to include a Junior High School, as well as a founding member of the School for Peace. Currently, Najjar continues demonstrating his commitment to the community through his service as the Mayor of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam. Michal is currently the Deputy Director and Adult Department Coordinator of the School for Peace and spearheads the Humanitarian Aid for Palestinians program, which the village established 4 years ago in response to the medical and humanitarian needs of their Palestinian neighbors in the West Bank. She has over twelve years of experience in conflict management and has been an active member of the community since her arrival there more than twenty years ago.  

Michal and Abdessalam will be coming to the United States as part of an annual U.S. speaking tour.  Every year, representatives from Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam tour the United States, speaking for a variety of groups, including, but not limited to, universities, temples, churches, and mosques. The representatives are also available to members of the press core for interviews and appearances on radio and television programs. In the past, representatives have appeared on NPR, CNN, and an array of other programs.  Abdessalam and Michal will be in Philadelphia, New York City, Syracuse, Rochester and Boston from April 7th-April 15th. 
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