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Palestinian from arab-jewish village in Israel 

teaches peace to international teens in florida 

A Palestinian resident of an Israeli joint Arab-Jewish village will give teens from conflict-torn countries around the world the opportunity to learn from the village’s experiences living and working together as equals in peace.  From July 8-17, 2002 in Florida, Ahmad Hijazi, a resident of Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam, called the “Oasis of Peace” in English, will be teaching teens—from countries such as Afghanistan, Iraq, Sudan, Angola, and Cambodia—to deal with conflict using unique methods developed by the community’s School for Peace, which promote dialogue between Palestinians and Jews, as well as other groups in conflict.  The “Oasis of Peace” village is located midway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv and consists of 50 families, half Jewish-Israeli and half Palestinian-Israeli.  The workshop is part of the International Peace Camp, sponsored by the Florida Coalition for Peace & Justice.
As a School for Peace director, Ahmed Hijazi has played a key role in developing an innovative method that helps Palestinian and Jews learn to manage conflict by talking about concrete issues in the conflict and by recognizing the relevance of their own identity in the conflict.  The School for Peace is well-known and respected for its difficult work building bi-national relationships based on trust and respect and has brought over 30,000 Palestinians and Jews together through its conflict management workshops.

Illustrating that mutual respect, trust, and dialogue can exist between Palestinians and Jews, the “Oasis of Peace” is the only village in Israel where Jews and Palestinians have chosen to live side by side for over 20 years.  The “Oasis of Peace” projects for peaceful coexistence also include a Primary School, the only K-6 bilingual, bicultural school in Israel, serving over 300 Jewish and Palestinian children.  

The Florida Coalition for Peace & Justice was founded in 1982 and is a non-profit organization comprised of local peace, church and environmental groups in more than fifty Florida cities and towns. The purpose of the organization is to promote global peace by addressing environmental and social justice issues locally and individually through educational programs, such as the International Peace Camp.

For more information about the “Oasis of Peace” and its educational and humanitarian projects, or to speak with Ahmad Hijazi, please contact Deanna Armbruster.
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