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School for Peace Co-Founder receives “Woman of Courage” Award Certificate

from US Department of State

Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, Israel – Nava Sonnenschein, co-founder and current director of adults programs of the School for Peace received the “Woman of Courage” Award Certificate from the US State Department. Diane E. Kelly, Senior Policy Advisor from the Secretary’s Office for Global Women Issues presented the award.


The certificate recognizes Dr. Sonnenschein’s courage and tireless work in advocating for social change and coexistence. Ms. Kelly described Secretary of State Clinton’s commitment to women’s empowerment and paid tribute to the way women have overcome physical and psychological barriers to improve the status of women worldwide. “Dr. Nava Sonnenschein proves that change is possible,” said Ms. Kelly in the name of Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, “[she is] doing work to recognize the rights of people who are not entirely equal with one another. There is no higher calling.”

One of the first residents of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, the only community in Israel where Jews and Palestinians choose to live, work and raise their children together, Nava Sonnenschein co-founded the School for Peace in the late 1970s. Since then, the School for Peace has engaged more than 45,000 Jews and Palestinians, youth and adults, in encounter workshops.


During many years of experience the School for Peace has developed a unique educational approach that places an emphasis on elements such as power relations and the exploration of ethnic and national identities. A leader in dialogue and conflict management, activities include university courses, programs for women, training programs in facilitation and workshops for teenagers. In recent years, programs supported by the United States Agency for International Development and the European Union have focused on creating a cadre of leaders in civil society and developing negotiation frameworks for future peace agreements.

“It’s a time of difficulty for people who believe in peace and it’s more important that you continue to raise your voice and to educate people,” Diane Kelly told Nava Sonnenschein, “We don’t want the message to ever be lost.”
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