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Unique Israeli/Palestinian Peace Project Takes Part in Arab Civil Rights Conference

June 9 Washington, D.C.— At a time of ongoing regional violence and inter-group conflict, a project devoted to peace, understanding and equality, the American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, will participate at the 21st National ADC convention in Washington June 10-13. Situated midway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, the “Oasis of Peace,” was established more than 25 years ago by Jews and Palestinian Arabs of Israeli citizenship. The only one of its kind in Israel, the village is comprised of more than 50 families; another 300 are on a waiting list to join.
“We are grateful for the invitation to participate for a second year,” said Deanna Armbruster, the executive director of the U.S. organization devoted to supporting the village, the American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam. “We are proud to stand with the community in the quest for peace with justice in the Middle East. These are difficult days for all those committed to peace instead of war and, in an environment of political harassment and discrimination, for Arab Americans in particular.”

Responding to the Palestinian humanitarian crisis, village volunteers —Jewish and Arab— initiated a Humanitarian Aid for Palestinians project that has delivered over 15 tons of medical and food aid and provided medical care for more than 20,000 of their Palestinian neighbors. The village has organized 10 day-long volunteer medical missions and provided medical treatment to approximately 1700 people. The village has also secured at-cost treatment in Israeli hospitals for two young Palestinian girls. They have also equipped several ambulances in East Jerusalem and each family in the village of Al-Media with first-aid kits.  
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