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Young Palestinian Woman Aims to Prove that

Jews and Palestinians Can Live Together
"Honest talk is important even when we don't agree - especially when we don't agree," says Shireen Najjar, age 22, a Palestinian born in Israel. And in a region engulfed in conflict, dialogue between Palestinians and Jews is no small accomplishment.

In an effort to promote - and prove - that Jews and Palestinians can live together, Shireen joins an eclectic group of 20-somethings from around the globe who will join forces on issues such as social justice, human rights, peace and the environment at the "World Youth Jam," August 4-11, 2002 in Northern California.

Shireen was born in the "Oasis of Peace," the only village in Israel where Jews and Palestinians have chosen to live, work and raise their children together for more than 20 years. The goal of the Youth Jam is to build a multicultural youth movement that can make an impact on society, but Shireen already has a lifetime of experience in doing just that. At the "Oasis of Peace" (a.k.a. Neve Shalom, in Hebrew, and Wahat Al-Salam, in Arabic), she grew up with Jewish and Palestinian families who created a model illustrating that mutual respect, trust and dialogue can exist between Palestinians and Jews.

During the weeklong Jam, sponsored by Youth for Environmental Sanity (YES!), young leaders like Shireen create projects for positive change. “We want to help leading activists do what they already do - only do it better," said Jam founder, Ocean Robbins. YES! alumni have organized gang truces, started recycling programs, conducted "teach-ins," initiated community gardens and park clean-ups, set up marches and rallies to speak out on issues.

A recent graduate of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Shireen's goal at the Youth Jam is to work with other young leaders to spread the message that 'peace is possible.' She'll share about her experiences attending the "Oasis of Peace" Primary School - where Palestinian and Jewish children learn together with equal regard for both sides.  "When we were younger, we weren't 'Arab' and 'Jewish,'" she says in GLAMOUR Magazine featured article August 2002.  "We were just kids." She'll also talk about the work of the community's School for Peace, which has brought over 30,00 Jewish and Palestinian young people together in conflict management workshops.

The Youth Jam will culminate when the youth leaders meet with press and community leaders to discuss how a new generation can educate, inspire and empower young people to effect change in their communities. 

Shireen will be in San Francisco and Los Angeles for an additional week, August 11-17, 2002. She is available for interviews.
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