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Young Jew and Arab share their experience of coexistence in Chautauqua Institute


Chautauqua, NY – This July, Maram Higazi and Omer Schwartz are visiting Chautauqua Institute in upstate New York to share their experience of living in Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, the only intentionally binational community in Israel.


Omer Schwartz, a Jewish film student at Tel Aviv University, and Maram Higazi, a Palestinian nursing student at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, are engaging the community of Chautauqua, NY on Arab-Jewish relations in Israel and growing up together as equals in Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam.


For more than thirty years, the community of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam has set an example of peaceful coexistence between Jews and Arabs, Palestinians and Israelis. It is home to the first ever bilingual, binational and multicultural Primary School in Israel, the internationally recognized School for Peace and the Pluralistic Spiritual Center. 


“We're trying to represent our village and the cause and what it stands for. To make people see that it's possible [for Israelis and Palestinians to get along and live together],” explains Higazi to the Chautauquan Daily. “The main thing, especially the youth, is that we grew up in this reality in which you respect the other. You see that he's your friend, you didn't realize, or at least myself, I didn't realize that we were different until we got older,” adds Schwartz.


During the session “Special Conversation with [international peace activist, renowned author and professor] Galia Golan and Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam,” the two received enthusiast welcome from the audience of 250. Higazi and Schwartz also participated in discussions with Palestinian politician Hanan Ashrawi and worked with groups of teens on leadership development.


Omer Schwartz and Maram Higazi then moved to Rochester, NY for a new series of meetings and public events.
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