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Coalition for Middle East Peace Hosts Special Conference on Capitol Hill

Washington, D.C. – Sixteen organizations working for peace in the Middle East through coexistence programs that bring individuals from both sides together, Arabs and Jews, Israelis and Palestinians, for educational workshops, dialogue initiatives, professional trainings, inter-religious dialogues, community-building projects and other similar activities, have banned together to form the Alliance for Middle East Peace (ALLMEP).  All of the members of this new coalition are involved in people-to-people programs that promote reconciliation and joint activities in order to bolster support for peace on the ground in regards to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  On June 30, 2005, delegates of the organizations that comprise ALLMEP will be Washington, D.C. engaging in advocacy work in regards to H.R. 4818, the Foreign Operations Export Financing and Related Programs Appropriations Act, specifically House Report 108-599 Conflict Resolution and Reconciliation Programs.  Each year, Congress allocates funding to support confliction resolution and reconciliation work throughout the world.

At present, the Sub-Committee on Foreign Appropriations allots $12,000,000 for this type of work—for areas throughout the world (not just the Middle East).  ALLMEP is advocating that this funding not be cut, and is hoping to see an increase in these funds over the coming years.  

The American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam (AFNSWAS) is one of the sixteen organizations that belong to ALLMEP.  AFNSWAS is dedicated to dialogue, cooperation and a genuine and durable peace between Arabs and Jews, Palestinians and Israelis by encouraging, supporting and publicizing the projects of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, the “Oasis of Peace.”  For more than twenty-five years, Jewish and Palestinian citizens of Israel have lived and worked together as equals in this unique village.  Nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize five times, the “Oasis of Peace” teaches tolerance, understanding and mutual respect beyond its own borders by being a model for peace and by reaching out through its educational institutions, primarily its bilingual, bicultural Primary School/Junior High School that serves nearly 300 students from the village and the surrounding communities (90% come from 26 towns and villages outside of the village), and the School for Peace.  Encounter workshops conducted by this world-renowned conflict management institution have reached nearly 40,000 participants since its founding.
As one resident explains, “I think that if we have succeeded to be together, the world must learn from our experience, so different groups can be together despite all the difficulties.  I think to be together for peace we must know the other.  By living together, by living and discussing the conflict all the time, I actually feel we enjoy greater security than do other people elsewhere who live separately.”  This type of coexistence and joint experience is what the organizations of ALLMEP are about and what their efforts on the Hill hope to gain additional support for, while also raising awareness of the many worthy programs that demonstrate the message of the “Oasis of Peace” – Peace is Possible!
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