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Businessman Gives Money Away to Teach Peace, Not Hatred

Richard C. Goodwin isn’t your average businessman. He thinks that if he keeps giving his money away, then he’ll just make more of it.  “It works! Once you make what seems to be an inconsequential commitment to work to benefit someone else, it’s contagious,” says Goodwin. “It’ll spread throughout your mind and body.  And, when there is an opportunity, you’ll always want to do something.”

Born in Philadelphia in 1928 as the youngest of three boys, Goodwin was raised in a household on the move. With a father in the Navy, Goodwin attended nine different junior and senior high schools. By the middle of World War II, and confronted with anti-Semitism, Goodwin’s father changed the family name from Goodstein to Goodwin when Richard and his brothers were still small.  

While the family struggled to make ends meet, Goodwin admits he had never been taught about charity, but says he learned fast by example. “What made me focus on philanthropy was my success in the building business,” said Goodwin.

Working his way through college, Goodwin graduated from Drexel University in 1948 with a BS degree in Commerce and Engineering. His career was launched in 1950 when he entered the real estate development business with his father and brother.  Today, he serves as Chairman of the Board of Goodwin Enterprises located in Mt. Laurel, NJ.  His career is highlighted by over 5,000 homes, apartments, and condominiums built, as well as two shopping centers and two country clubs.  As a land developer, he planned over 15,000 lots in southern New Jersey and eastern Pennsylvania.  

But, Goodwin considers his biggest successes in life to be measured by his charity work -- most especially his commitment to peace in the Middle East. At the top of his A-list is the community of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam (“Oasis of Peace” in Hebrew and Arabic).  Nominated five times for the Nobel Peace Prize, the “Oasis of Peace” is the only community in Israel where Jews and Arabs have chosen to live, work, and educate their children together as equals for over twenty-five years.  

“Society must learn to accept people’s different cultures and backgrounds. The key to reducing much of the violence in the world is communication and education,” he says. 

On Saturday, April 9, the “Oasis of Peace” will celebrate Goodwin’s devotion to philanthropy with the prestigious Ambassador of Peace Award at a banquet held in his honor at the National Liberty Museum in Philadelphia.

“We are honored to be able to recognize Richard with our highest award,” said Deanna Armbruster, Executive Director of the American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam. “Brick by brick, nail by nail, Richard has helped to build the infrastructure for the Jewish and Arab families living in the ‘Oasis of Peace’ who are setting the example every day that peace is possible.” 
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“Communities like Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam promote understanding among people who previously mistrusted each other,” says Goodwin. “Our children will hopefully practice greater tolerance and understanding than previous generations.  They are the solution to the Middle East riddle.  They must be taught peace, not hatred.”

His devotion to peace between the Israelis and Palestinians has led him to create forums for Christians, Jews, and Muslims, both in America and the Middle East to meet together and foster greater understanding. The Goodwin Foundation, the Middle East Peace Dialogue Network, and his personal philanthropic fund give support to over 130 charities, including such worthy causes as the Israel Policy Forum, the National Liberty Museum, the Goodwin Holocaust Museum, Americans for Peace Now, Seeds of Peace, and the Nisan Young Women Leaders organization.

Goodwin’s philanthropic spirit permeates all he does. “I would tell young people that peace and hope are before us,” says Goodwin.  “Think positive… it leads to good karma.  Not taking a risk is in itself taking a risk.  No answer is really an answer.  Be nice to those you pass as you climb up the ladder of success, as you may meet them on the way down, or they might show up in the jury box.”

A member of the United Way’s “Million Dollar Roundtable,” Goodwin also supports the Prostate Cancer Foundation, and a camp for the hearing impaired in Aspen, Colorado.  Richard has received vast recognition for serving the real estate development industry, as well as numerous civic and charitable awards including the esteemed Alexis de Tocqueville Society’s Leadership Award.  And last June, his alma mater Drexel University awarded him with an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters, which Goodwin claims as his most meaningful award. “The honorary degree essentially translates to philanthropy and humanitarian concerns.  That meant a lot to me,” he says.

A resident of south Jersey and Philadelphia for over 50 years, Richard currently resides in Snowmass Village, Colorado with his wife, Susan.  He has two sons, one daughter, and three grandchildren.  Most importantly, he lives each day by the Golden Rule: Treat others as you would like to be treated.  “It’s nothing new, but it needs to be applied more often,” he reminds.
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